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new novels or at [east shorl stories in
three- and ltve-minute, somet¡nìes
sentimentâl and sornetimes simply
existential songs,

Russell e,xplores various kinds ol
horders and l¡order torvns, sholv biz
and reality in 15 rvetl-craftecl songs

- 14 o[ them his own, one of those
a co-u'rite with Augie Meyers The
only coveris an 8:54-minure, brood-
ing interpretaLion of Bob Dylan's "A
Hard Rain's A Gonna Fall" with
Lucinda Willíams and Galexico

Most oI his Iegends are gone, iL

seems, ''but they [)¡ around like an-
gels in my unconscious mind" or are
buried in þotter's grzves or in the
snall print of some newspaper's
obituary page.

His imagery and icleas are clear,
includingthis Ray Bradbury line that
he Iurns into sornething nÈu,: "some-
thing rvicked this rvay comes," and
"Lhe carnilaI is breaking ground with
its roustabouts and bums, ancl the
hoochie-koochie rlancing girLs u,ith
sarvdusl in their hair, and Lhe banrl

loosening culinaly trip across the
Rornan feast tables.

Fisher rurns S.D. Stephenson's
"Song o[ the Eanh" inlo a plea: "l
s'arlt to sing it for all tha¡'s ifs l'r'onh,
le¡ it roll. let it roll. a nother needs
her children now, to love ãnd make
her u'hole "

She sirrgs that the bond between
a mother and child can be "Like a

Hurricene Wincl-"
She sings of "Destin¡rs poot " t

could be a soldier knorving pain [rom
u'ouncls and batt le s walking
drenched through b¡rren fietcis with
feet as cold as ice, but I am jusL à lover
drenched only rvith your kisses,
heated not [lom battle but yourbody
rvrapped around ltte,"

On the Shaker song, "Sinrple
Gilts," she shares: ''tis a gift to be
simple, tis a gift to be [ree,'ris a gilt
to come down rvhere rve ought [o
l¡e "

ln heryourh in Neu,Jersey, Fisher
once opened [or an equall;' youthlul
Bruce Spr¡ngsteen Toda¡, 5h¿'5 p¿¡¡
ol rhe Dallas 0pero Chorus and is
half o[ the lolk duo Twice as Fa¡
rvith Judi Alstatt Allen.

Fisher - the mom - adds nr-
ano and acoust ic guitar to her vocáls
5he's accompanied by Aìstatt (ham-
mered dulcimer, clarinet, r,ocals),
Ramon Mazquiz (percussion), B¡ett
Crow (electric and acoustic bass),
Dhrava (mandolin. flute), Mqtt
Shasteen (electric guitar), Karen
Bentel ([ìure), Linda Prock (vit¡lin),
and background vocalists including
her daughter Sarah Lynn tisher, w-ho
in her os'n li[e plays keyboards and
sings for r he band Young and Brave
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Arnanda Shire¡
Ca¡rytng Llghlnlng
Llttlc lamb¡

Eat lul llus¡c
IT'S BEEN N{Y PLEASURE TO
watch Amanda Shires grorv from a
young fiddle player and backup

sillger to a fine songrvriter, solo art-
ist, and prodncer \i,ith an Americana
Musi c As.sociation-charting nerv CI).
Cü -vingLightning (And from a teen-
ager in[o a grown uonran. altlrough
she probably still doesn't like thaL
"grown rp" notion.) I was aL the
AllGood Ca[é in Dallas u'hen, with
Thr¡ft Store Cowboys. she nervously
sang lead for whaL I belie ve *'as the
firsl time, ancl asked i[ she ciid okay

"Hearts Are Breaking, frorn her
first CD, is as good a song as I'r'e
neard.

Orr the neu' CD. highlrghts in-
clude "\A¡hen You Need a Train It
Never Comes," a sad song about the
aftermaLh o[a relationshrp; the mel-
ancholy"Ghost brrd;" "Love [re aBird"
(I could use sonre lìying norv); and
"Kudzu," u'hich is a love song rather
than a condenrnation o[ an invasrve
sDecres

Tlìeclosrng init rumental, "srvtm-
mer,' sounds li ke a classica[ Þiece, so
it is. This is a thoughtful and consis-
tently good [olk, pop. bit olcountry
and gypsycollection oIa dozen origi-
nal songs with an accumulation o[
poetic turns o[ phrase, lvell Per-
[ornred-

Shires sings and plays fiddle.
ukutele, and other strings She's
joined on the elegantly played CD by
her co-producers David Henry
(sLrings, percussion, pianos) and Rod
Picott (acoustic and electric guitars)
plus Chris Scruggs (steel guitar),
Tommy Perkinson (drunrs and other
percussion, to¡. piano), Neal Gasal
(electric and acoustic guitars, har-
mony vocals), Paul Slivka (bass).

Will Kimbrough (electrrc guitar), Colt
Miller lrom Thri[L Store Corvboys
(banjo and acoustic guìtar), Kris
K¡ll¡ngsworth (drums), and Steph
Dickinson (uprighL bass).

A[Ler I lirst liste ned to this CD, it
got lost in the desk clutter and every
time it surfaced I u'ould think I'd
already reviewed Ít. I hadn't, but
nou, I have. Go lind a copy for your-
selI
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He explores various kindsof bo¡de¡s and bordertowns, show biz and reality
in 15 well-crafted songs: Iom Russell,Ëurru 5ur rËr

those big

1e opentng
he Shape oJ

, it's been a
-I'Ye run
ville, and
ìi fe. "

-gorohe corpo-
lits fringes
rviser, and
t's the case

rn original
s,ntten Dy

label, but played John Philip Sousa in a land
ration- Its called rvay out there . . - all ue'r.e
J'sDroven learned about love and violence
in i'\,lusic come s from bibLes and movie magâ-
; label to zines."

And: "look horv far rve've come,
ctou'e knorvwho we are, stranded on
a mountaintop trying to catch a [all-
ingstar, hrrc's to rvhat u,e Ieft behind
us, here's to whar r¡'e kepr inside,
may the road that lies before us lead
to a place lvhere love abides "

And, on "Roll the Credrts,
Johnny," literal l¡, and [igurat ively sit -

ring in a cool, dark movie rheater:
"wasn't it beauti[ul, didn't we forget
the sad times [or awhile, but it's dark
now on the streets of li[e - . . singing
keeps the fear arva1,, and wisdom
keeþs the u'alìs at bay, remember all
that rve migbt lrave been, alì the love
that could have been.'
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fcannic CIark llsher
FamÍlla
Sclf-rclca¡ed
THERE'S JUST SON,IETHING FAS-
cinating aboul a classically lrained
singer doing [ol k songs, such a cross
lertilization oI some oI civilization's-
elements. Jeannie Glark Fisher ¿oes
that on fdmili(¡, inspired by a trip to
Italy and' tìralving on a wide palette
of inlluences-

It's a matu¡e, sornetintes play[ul,
and seemingly ver¡, personal collec-
tion of originals, covers ranging the
simple philosophy o[ a traditional
Shaker tolk song to a lamiliar old
tarantella rewritten to recount a belt-

rlone and
lcì soul[ul
rirhin'the
: per[or-

the joy ol'
a¡m" ancl
:d "I'ront
times she
'relers to
rt a leel-
ese coun-

'tain rela-
ìut it ain't
'like I'm

lìues," he
man [o-

r[ tnone,v
I gor rhe
,tank lull

)ur Nfine"
: joys o[
r,es that,
o[ a fcrv
it sexy-"

lar music
me Pnn-
rday," he
rgs: greal
; 
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I the songs on his new CD: Adttm Hood

She sings and plays fiddle, ukulele, and otìer str¡ngsi Amandd Shires
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